Thank you Mr Chairperson, and thank Ms Spasic for her detailed presentation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]South Africa would like to align itself with the statement delivered by Nigeria on behalf of the Africa Group. We wish to underscore that the project provides vast development potential, for many of our Member States, both developed and developing.  As we know, the Secretariat was requested to undertake a mapping of its current technology transfer activities after which Member States could make proposals for further action, taking into account the identified gaps. 

We thank the Secretariat for coming up with such a mapping exercise.   We would like to particularly commend WIPO on the interventions provided on “Successful Technology Licensing”, “Intellectual Property Marketing” and “Intellectual Property Valuation” and would now like to make the following comments, with a view to providing a concrete proposal for a way forward on this project.

There are various challenges stifling innovation-related growth in developing countries.  As noted, expertise in technology transfer, including the functions of effective intellectual property management and conclusion of transactions for commercialisation are present in varying degrees in developed, emerging and developing economies, but particularly the latter.  In addition to a shortage in skilled human resources, lack of access to funds to, for example, develop the technology to a mature enough stage such that an industry partner can step in and take the technology forward or to initiate start-ups/spin-outs remains a challenge.  

Public-Private funding partnerships for commercializing innovations from all technology sectors is therefore important and could provide the necessary impetus towards a more fluid transition from ideation to detection of intellectual property, to associated protection (as appropriate), to application of the technology in terms of products, processes and services, with the potential for economic and social impact. 

To assist Member States address this problem, WIPO could set up a programme, whose objective would be to advance the skill set of individuals within offices of technology transfer within institutions, SMMEs and aspiring innovators to assist them to undertake the following key functions;

· Development of balanced Intellectual property and associated intellectual property protection strategies, relevant for different technology and knowledge systems types; 

· Facilitating increased relations with relevant multilateral institutions, particularly the World Trade Centre (WTO), UNCTAD, WHO etc to induce a greater understanding of commercialisation in the global market; and facilitate the matching of, particularly, SMMEs and innovators to potential funders/ interested industry partners;

· Effective intellectual property management and monitoring, with a particular emphasis to empower developing countries to ensure no third party is abusing their IP rights;

· IP marketing and how to engage with industry partners; and

· Conclusion of transactions for commercialization, including negotiation strategies and pitfalls to avoid, as well as how to set up a start-up and ultimately spin it out.;

· Usage of IP tools, including flexibilities to access technologies relevant to the technological needs of their countries. 

Having said all these, we would however like to pose a question to the Secretariat? Given the importance of technology transfer in ensuring that IP finds application, can the secretariat please confirm WIPOs capacity in this area both in terms of human and financial resources?

Thank you!
