Statement of H.E. Mr. M Shameem Ahsan, PR of Bangladesh and 

the LDC Coordinator
Thank you Mr. Chairman.
I am taking the floor on behalf of the LDC Group.

Excellencies and dear colleagues,

Good morning.

Mr. Chairman,

First let me take this opportunity to thank all the Members of WTO for contributing towards this historic decision. Extension of transition period for the pharmaceuticals for LDCs under TRIPS article 66.1may be a mere item under the agenda of the TRIPS Council. But this decision will assure the least developed countries the necessary legal certainty to procure or to produce generic medicines for those who need it most but do not have any access to it. Our Ministers in 2001understood well that pharmaceuticals are distinct from all other elements of IP and if a man is suffering from a deadly disease, he would not be cured by reading a copyright protected book or by watching a copyright protected movie. Human life is something that came only as a gift from heaven and we are in no way permitted to endanger it by any means. Our decision today will help us with our accountability towards the humanity. We hope that in the next 17 years will see the graduation of all LDCs. In the same vein, we expect the General Council to expeditiously approve our request for waivers from TRIPS articles 70.8 and 70.9 for the same period. We also hope that the Member States will show the same compassion to consider any future duly motivated request as per TRIPS article 66.1
Today it is my honour to thank you Mr. Chairman for your wise guidance along with Ambassador Suesscum of Panama who enriched our efforts with his precious experience. We further show appreciation towards the WTO Secretariat under the Director General for all the logistic and substantive assistance to reach the decision. I am happy to thank whole-heartedly our experts who prepared the ground for this momentous conclusion. We also gratefully recall the invaluable contribution of the civil societies, NGOs, politicians, think tanks, different private and fellow international organizations from world over who supported and actively moved forward the causes of the LDCs. And it will be remiss on our part if we do not specifically mention the contribution and endeavor of Ambassador Micheal Punke to reach the understanding. We also expect similar pioneering efforts from him in the coming months.
Mr. Chairman,

I will end by thanking again all the Members of WTO for proving that we can achieve any constructive and beneficial decision if we stand together for our people. I will remind everybody the remark of Martin Luther King Jr.,

‘’ We may have all come in different ships, but we're in the same boat now.’’

Thank you Mr. President.
