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Workshop on Policy Coherence for Local Pharmaceutical Production and Access to Medicines:
The Experiences of Thailand and Vietnam


Hua Hin, Thailand
6-9 September 2015

Organized with the cooperation of the International Health Policy Program of Thailand and
Drug Administration of Vietnam 







This workshop is organized by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and German Technical Cooperation (GIZ) as a technical assistance activity to support countries seeking greater access to medicines through, inter alia, local production. It brings together stakeholders from Thailand and Vietnam, two countries that have pursued local production as a means to improve access, albeit through sometimes different means. Recent work by UNCTAD and the World Health Organization in the area of local production under the Global Strategy and Plan of Action on Public Health, Innovation and Intellectual Property has pointed to the importance of having a coherent policy framework in place that does not undermine efforts to improve access. In examining what government can do to support greater access through local production, this workshop is intended as a forum where stakeholders from Thailand and Vietnam can exchange experiences on the relationship between various sets of policies and their relationship to local production and greater access. The workshop is therefore structured to give maximum time to facilitated discussions allowing stakeholders to exchange ideas after a brief introduction to each topic.








Programme (as of 15 July 2015)

	Sunday, 6 September 2015 

	14:00
	Bus Pickup for Vietnamese Participants and Facilitators at Bangkok Suvarnabhumi International Airport

	15:15
	Bus Pickup for Thai Participants at IHPP, Nonthaburi

	18:15
	Arrival at Hotel in Hua Hin

	19:45
	Registration and Welcome Dinner

	
	      Welcome Remarks
	Dr. Suwit Wibulpolprasert
Vice Chair
International Health Policy Program
Ministry of Health, Thailand

Mr. Christoph Spennemann
Officer-in-Charge
Intellectual Property Unit 
UNCTAD

Ms. Corinna Heineke
Head of Global Project
Access to Medicines
GIZ 
(alt. BMZ if available)

Representatives of Thai and Vietnamese Delegations

	Monday, 7 September 2015

	08:45-09:15
	Local Pharmaceutical Manufacturing for Access to Medical Products: Developing a Multidisciplinary Framework to Improve Public Health
	Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD

	
	Session 1 - Intellectual Property

	09:15-10:00
	Understanding the Interface between Intellectual Property, Access to Medicines and Local Manufacture (will include discussion of licensing)
	Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD 

	10:00-10:20
	Border Measures and Customs - Issues at the Crossroads of Anti-Counterfeiting Policies and Medicines Access 
	Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD

	10:20-10:45
	Coffee Break
	

	10:45-11:25
	Thailand: Compulsory Licensing - Before and After 
	Thai Participants

	11:25-11:55
	Vietnam: Negotiating the TPP and the Possible Effects of IP Provisions on Local Industry and Access
	Vietnamese Participants

	11:45-12:45
	Facilitated Discussion on Patentability Criteria and Examination, Compulsory Licenses, Exceptions to Patentability, Data Exclusivity, and Linkage  
	Facilitated by 
Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD

	12:45-14:00
	Lunch Break

	
	Session 2 - Science, Technology and Innovation: Foundations for Local Production

	14:00-14:30
	Science, Technology and Innovation Policy in Vietnam
	Vietnamese Participants

	14:30-15:00
	Science, Technology and Innovation Policy in Thailand (with particular reference to the recent Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Review of Thailand)
	Thai Participants

	15:00-15:15
	Coffee Break
	

	15:15-15:45
	The Regulation of Traditional and Herbal Medicines in Thailand 
	Thai Participants

	15:45-16:30
	The Regulation of Traditional and Herbal Medicines in Vietnam
	Vietnamese Participants

	16:30-17:45
	Facilitated Discussion on STI Policies and Traditional and Herbal Medicines
	Facilitated by 
Ms. Cecilia Oh
UNDP

	Tuesday, 8 September 2015

	
	Session 3 - The Health and Industrial Policy Nexus

	09:00-09:30
	Encouraging Local Pharmaceutical Manufacturing as Industrial Policy - An Overview
	Ms. Corinna Heineke
GIZ

	09:30-10:00
	Linking Local Pharmaceutical Production to Health Policies - Quality, Pricing and Product Registration drawing on International Examples
	Ms. Cecilia Oh
UNDP

	10:00-11:00
	Vietnam's Experience: Steering the Development of Local Pharmaceutical Industry through Health Policies
	Vietnamese Participants

	11:00-11:15
	Coffee Break
	

	11:15-12:15
	Thailand's Experience: Steering the Development of Local Pharmaceutical Industry through Health Policies
	Thai Participants

	12:15-13:00
	Facilitated Discussion on Health Policy Aspects of Local Production of Pharmaceuticals
· Contribution of Health System to Choice of Medicines for Local Production
· The Importance of Having Local Bioequivalence Laboratories
· Health Products Retailing and Supply Chain
· The Role of Universal Health Coverage
	Facilitated by 
Ms. Cecilia Oh
UNDP

	12:45-14:00
	Lunch Break

	
	Session 4 - The Role of Trade, Procurement and Investment Policies

	14:00-14:15
	Investment, Industrial Policy and Local Production of Medicines - How Can Access be Encouraged?
	Ms. Cecilia Oh
UNDP

	14:15-14:45
	The Role of State-Owned Enterprises in Ensuring Access to Medicines
	Thai Participants (GPO)

	14:45-15:15
	Procurement, Tariffs and Subsidies - the Good, the Bad and the Ugly (International Examples of Coherence and Non-Coherence) 
	Ms. Corinna Heineke
GIZ

	15:15-15:30
	Coffee Break
	

	15:30-16:00
	Procurement Policies for Medicines in Thailand and Vietnam
	Thai and Vietnamese Participants

	16:30-17:45
	Facilitated Discussion on Trade, Investment and Procurement Policies 
	Facilitated by
Ms. Corinna Heineke
GIZ

	

	Session 5 - Making Market and Non-Market Dynamics Work for Greater Access

	19:30-20:00
	Competition Law and the Pharmaceutical Industry - International Case Law
	Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD

	20:00-20:30
	Facilitated Discussion on Competition Law, State-Owned Enterprises, Government Shareholding and Privatization
	Facilitated by
Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD

	20:30-20:45
	Distribution and Explanation of Team Drafting Assignment
	Mr. Christoph Spennemann UNCTAD
Ms. Cecilia Oh
UNDP
Ms. Corinna Heineke
GIZ

	Wednesday, 9 September 2015

	
	Session 6 - The Art of Coordination

	09:00-09:15
	Policy Coordination for Access in Thailand - Current Practice
	Thai Participants 

	09:15-09:30
	Policy Coordination for Access in Vietnam - Current Practice
	Vietnamese Participants

	09:30-12:30
	Thai Participants and Vietnamese Participants Meet to Discuss and Draft Recommendations/Suggestions to Improve Policy Coherence in Their Respective Countries (this exercise will require one breakout room)
	

	12:30-13:30
	Lunch Break
	

	13:30-14:45
	Presentation and Comments on Recommendations/Suggestions 
	Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD

	14:45-15:15
	Closing Ceremony
     Presentation of Certificates 
     Workshop Evaluation Forms
	Mr. Christoph Spennemann
UNCTAD

Ms. Corinna Heineke
GIZ

Representatives of Thai and Vietnamese Delegations

	Thursday, 10 September 2015

	10:00
	Departure of Bus for Nonthaburi and Bangkok Suvarnabhumi International Airport
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