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[bookmark: _GoBack]Representatives from 76 countries have agreed a workplan to address the falsification of medical products
The new global mechanism was established by the Member States of the World Health Organization in Buenos Aires. They committed themselves to strengthen regulatory capacity and to increase cooperation.
Buenos Aires, 21 November 2012 (PAHO/WHO).- Today in Buenos Aires representatives from 76 Member States of the World Health Organization (WHO) agreed to promote the strengthening of national regulatory capacity to address the falsification of medical products. They further agreed to identify actions and behaviours to prevent and control the adulteration of products in order to secure access to high-quality, safe medicines.
The First Meeting of the Member State Mechanism on Substandard/Spurious/Falsely-labelled/Falsified/Counterfeit Medical Products, organized by WHO and the Argentine Ministry of Health, closed on Wednesday with a call to jointly address this global public-health issue that affects millions of people worldwide.
The 200 representatives at the meeting – including WHO Director-General Dr Margaret Chan – agreed on a workplan that sets out the need for cooperation between national authorities to share best practices and experiences to stop adulteration of medicines.
The meeting also decided to establish a global committee comprising delegates from each WHO region that will monitor rigorous compliance with the workplan. This provides for the enhancement of national regulatory bodies through capacity-building and quality control of laboratories in line with policies and legislation. 
It was also stressed that educational initiatives targeted at consumers, health professionals and industry need to be developed to prevent the falsification of medical products. The meeting also called for the development of methodologies and instruments to access reliable information about this issue and reaffirmed the importance of promoting technology transfer to obtain safe, effective products.
The meeting also advocated the establishment of guidelines on how to respond to the detection of spurious medicines and on strengthening mechanisms and chains of distribution to avoid the infiltration of falsified medical products.
“Access to health services must be linked to the availability of affordable and safe medical products”, Dr Chan emphasized during the meeting, which was held at the Panamericano Hotel in Buenos Aires and presided over by the Ambassador of Nigeria to the Office of the United Nations at Geneva, Mr Umunna Humphrey Orjiako.
The Member State mechanism on substandard/spurious/falsely- labelled/falsified/ counterfeit medical products was established last May by the World Health Assembly at its sixty-fifth session to promote international collaboration on strategies to address the falsification of medicines from the standpoint of public health, excluding trade and intellectual property considerations. 
In the course of the debate, WHO Member States took the opportunity to exchange experiences, identify needs, assess related obstacles and make policy recommendations to confront the issue of falsification of medicines.
The manufacture, distribution and sale of substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit medical products (SSFFC) is a problem that impacts on access to a global public health good and endangers the health of the population of all regions and Member States. 
In addition, globalization, free markets and Internet technology have had a significant accelerating effect on the manner in which patients obtain their medicines. But the availability of manufacturing equipment, pharmaceutical ingredients in bulk, digital printing services and Internet access to world markets that were previously inaccessible has turned trade in these products into a truly global and lucrative business. To address these irregularities, WHO will help to strengthen national and regional capacities by developing strategies to improve the quality, safety and efficacy of medical products.
For more information, click to follow link. 
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