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In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful
Mr. President,

I would like to express my delegation’s pleasure to see you chairing these august Assemblies. Our appreciation also goes to the Director General and his colleagues for the efforts that they have made in the past year to discharge their responsibilities in an efficient manner.

Mr. President,

Intellectual property, resulted from human creativity, is among the most valuable assets, but this should not distract us from the negative impacts that it may have on our today’s life.  We shall remain mindful about IP’s dual role in the contemporary big challenges, such as climate change, food security, health, and environment. In this respect, it is our conviction that WIPO can play a significant role by adopting a balanced approach in its norm- setting activities. It is also necessary to devise and establish an appropriate mechanism – with due consideration of the different level of development of countries – so that there would be a balance between the interests of the owners of such assets and the rights of communities.
The Islamic Republic of Iran believes that IP system should be development oriented. Having such approach,   not only improves the economy and welfare of developing countries, but also increases their participation in protecting such rights. In this context, we do hope that the idea of “mainstreaming development across different areas and bodies of WIPO” will be ultimately achieved. The 2007 WIPO Development Agenda was a watershed in the Organization’s history in this regard. 

Mr. President,

Effective protection of intellectual rights of holders of genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore is very important to us. Therefore, the IGC’s text-based negotiations should further progress in line with its approved mandate. Its upcoming sessions should be increased so that one -- or a number of -- internationally binding instruments are finalized that would culminate in a diplomatic conference.

My delegation also expresses its appreciation for conclusion of the Audio-Visual Performances Treaty. We hope to see the convening of another diplomatic conference to finalize the long overdue treaty on the protection of the rights of broadcasting organizations. My delegation notes with appreciation SCCR’s progress on the development of an internationally binding instrument on limitations and exceptions for visually impaired persons. We call the Committee to continue to work expansion of limitations and exceptions to cover libraries, archives and training institutes.
The Islamic Republic of Iran believes that the SCP and PCT Committee should give priority to the Development Agenda, taking into consideration the special needs and the different levels of development in countries, to help improve the patent system.
My delegation believes that time is ripe and enough experience is already collected to make a thorough revision of the Lisbon Agreement and its Regulations, procedurally and substantially, while maintaining its principles and objectives. This makes them more attractive for governments and the users. Similarly, we also support the establishment of an international registration system for geographical indications. 
Mr. President,

My country has been collaborating with WIPO on different projects including; reform and improvement of the patent, industrial design and trade mark process, expansion of online customer services, and organization of national conferences on industrial, literary and artistic works. These conferences have included a seminar on the use of IP rights to protect Iranian hand woven carpets, national seminar on IP strategy, workshop on industrial property rights for experts and senior managers of the friendly and brotherly country of Afghanistan and a workshop conducted by WIPO experts on classification of trademarks, patents and industrial designs. These projects have generated a lot of public attention to IP issues and for that I need to thank WIPO for its supports. 

Mr. President,
Unfortunately, we have recently witnessed that certain countries have made blatant attempts to manipulate the current procedure of WIPO s for providing technical assistance to IP offices of member countries. Clearly, they are trying to turn the organization into an instrument for extraterritorial application of their domestic laws.

We are confident that, WIPO, as a technical UN specialized agency, in conformity with its founding Convention and guiding principles and regardless of any irrelevant considerations, will continue to discharge its responsibilities to effectively promote IP by providing support and technical assistance to its members, in particular developing countries. 
In conclusion, my delegation will actively participate in the upcoming discussions on different issues before these Assemblies. 

I thank you for your attention.
