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Thank you Mr. Chairman

Egypt is pleased to deliver this statement on behalf of the African Group.
Throughout the past year, the African Group has been active on key WIPO issues relating to norm setting, technical Assistance and capacity building, governance, financial and administrative matters. In this context, several proposals have been presented. 
With regard to key issues before this esteemed assembly, the group is pleased to make the following remarks.

First and foremost, WIPO should continue to pursue a balanced and a development-oriented norm setting agenda. 

The African Group considers it imperative that negotiations on Intellectual Property and the effective protection of genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore reach fruition, after more than 10 years of sustained and intensive work. This is a priority for the group.
While building on the three legal texts submitted by the IGC and in order to expedite and conclude IGC’s work, future work in 2013 should encompass three thematic sessions for the international working group; conducting IGC Chair – led informal consultations; and an overall stocktaking IGC meeting prior to the 2013 General Assembly; with the common objective of convening a diplomatic conference in 2014.

In the area of copyright, the African Group welcomes the successful conclusion of WIPO Beijing Treaty on Audio Visual Performances. Several African countries have decided to join this important treaty on the grounds of its balance and development benefits. 

The success of the Beijing Treaty should inspire other ongoing negotiations on exceptions and limitations for copyrights. Hence, the group welcomes the SCCR 2013 – 2014 work plan, according to which, WIPO Member States should continue their collective efforts towards concluding a treaty on exceptions and limitations for Visually Impaired Persons by 2013; for libraries and archives to be recommended by SCCR/28 to the 2013 General Assembly, and for educational and research institutions to be recommended by SCCR/30 to the 2014 General Assembly. 
In the area of Industrial Design, the African group stresses the need for a balance between costs and benefits. Such a balance can be achieved through articulating strong legal provisions, as part of the proposed instrument, to provide technical assistance and capacity building to mitigate the implementation cost, and to build African capacities in the area of industrial design.
Secondly, WIPO should continue its ongoing efforts to mainstream development in all its programs and activities, while reforming and increasing technical assistance and capacity building for African countries in accordance with the Group proposal.

In implementing the second Development Agenda recommendation, the group looks forward to more resource allocation to Africa in WIPO 2014-2015 program and budget.

Cost efficiency measures should not jeopardize infrastructure supplies or quality assistance to Africa.
The implementation of 2009 General Assembly decision on coordination mechanism should continue in letter and spirit, to enhance quality of reporting and to ensure that the Committee on WIPO Standards and the Committee on Program and Budget contribute to the effective implementation of WIPO Development Agenda Recommendations.

With regard to mainstreaming South South cooperation on IP and development as an integral part of WIPO's work, the group welcomes the progress made so far in implementing this important activity which was initially proposed by the African Group.  
Last but not least, the African group appreciates the ongoing work to ensure good governance, sound management, as well as effective Member States’ Oversight in WIPO. 

Nevertheless, the group views the importance of intensifying Member States' consultations on these issues, through inter alia, establishing a working group to review the submitted proposals on Governance and present a report to 2013 General Assembly. Similarly, it would be essential for the Coordination Committee to hold more frequent meetings, with adequate time to conduct its functions.
Of particular significance is the need to develop a more precise definition for development expenditure as well as a more efficient human resources strategy for WIPO based on the principle of balanced and fair regional representation. 
An equally important issue is the need for WIPO Member States to take the lead in developing a regionally-balanced WIPO policy on external offices. Africa needs at least two external offices in order to promote African innovation and creativity. 

Mr. Chairman

Before I conclude, I would like to reiterate the African Group appreciation and gratitude for the ongoing dialogue with, and sincere efforts exerted by, Dr. Francis Gurry, WIPO Director General, as well as for all WIPO dedicated and efficient team, to support Africa in realizing its development needs, priorities and aspirations. 
Building on the current progress, we hope that 2013 will be the year dedicated by WIPO for promoting more innovation and creativity throughout Africa. 
Thank you

