Draft Asian Group General Statement for the 9th CDIP

Mr. Chairman,

1.   Thank you for giving me the floor to speak on behalf of the WIPO Asian Group.  The Asian Group would like to congratulate you on your election to chair such an important committee. We are confident that under your stewardship, this Committee could make important strides towards meaningful mainstreaming of the Development Agenda. The Asian Group also express its sincere appreciation to the Director General and the Secretariat for the well-prepared, useful and encouraging documentation and works. 
2. The Asian Group is particularly pleased and encouraged to see the comprehensive and encouraging overview of the implementation of the Development Agenda provided in Director-General’s report. The Report shows that several important steps have been taken by WIPO Member States, the Director-General and his team to ensure greater development orientation in WIPO’s work and that concrete progress is being made towards a meaningful and genuine mainstreaming of the Development Agenda. The Group commends the Director-General and his team for laying the foundation for a sustained and meaningful organizational transformation where developmental considerations automatically become an integral part of WIPO’s work. We note with satisfaction all positive steps inter alia : mainstreaming  development across all substantive Strategic Goals and all relevant programs of WIPO,  the initiative within program Performance Report to reflect the contribution of each program to development, the integration of DA projects and activities in WIPO’s Results Based Management , development and  circulation of a WIPO Code of Ethics ,providing technical assistance particularly on National IP strategies and implementation of DA recommendations through the WIPO academy training programs. The members of the Asian Group are also happy to note the Director-General’s undertaking that progress reports on the implementation of specific Development Agenda recommendations will continue to be provided regularly.  

 3. We welcome the document on Scenarios and Possible Options Concerning the three recommendations mentioned, for the Scoping Study on Copyright and Related Rights and the Public Domain with the understanding that the remaining recommendations by Prof. Dusollier should be discussed at the latter stage .We also welcome approval of Work Program on Flexibilities in the Intellectual Property System in the last session.  We are happy to see the document prepared by the secretariat as contained in CDIP/9/11, on the new elements in this work program. It is important that the work program on flexibilities lead to the development of a technical and legislative assistance toolkit which addresses the challenges faced by countries in making full use of the flexibilities and means of overcoming those challenges. We are hopeful that, the committee reaches agreement on this document, which make the agreed work program more effective and result- oriented.  

4.  The members of the Asian Group also hope that a new agenda item that allows discussions on the important inter-linkages between IP and development would be inscribed in the next session of the CDIP in November 2012. The Group notes that, out of the three elements of the mandate given to the CDIP by the WIPO General Assembly in 2007, two of the elements are currently reflected in the CDIP’s agenda, namely: (i) “develop work plan for implementation of the adopted recommendations”, and (ii) “monitor, assess, discuss and report on the implementation of all recommendation, and for that purpose coordinate with relevant WIPO bodies”. However, the third element namely: (iii) “discuss IP and development related issues”, is yet to be addressed in this Committee, even though it has been mandated to do so, by the General Assembly. In the Asian Group’s view, therefore, the Committee would be remiss in complying with the General Assembly’s mandate if it does not address the key issue of ‘IP and development’. 

5. Establishing a monitoring, reporting and coordination mechanism that enables the Committee to oversee integration of the Development Agenda in all areas of WIPO’s work could be considered as a significant achievement in this committee. However we should try to make this mechanism operational. In our view Coordination mechanism should not be seen as a problem, rather it should be seen as a solution, to eliminate duplication of the works among committees and enhance coordination among committees in the field of development activities. In this regard an important document in front of this Committee is the “Description of the contribution of the relevant WIPO Bodies to the implementation of the respective Development Agenda Recommendations”. In the last session of CDIP, there were no consensus, in dealing with this matter and for this reason it is important to reach an agreement on overall functioning of the coordination mechanism including the modalities of reporting and improving the quality of the reports in order to facilitate discussion in CDIP. Without agreeing on the modalities, the discussions on coordination mechanism in CDIP would be more complex and it would be difficult to reach concrete results. 
6. We also thank secretariat for facilitating the work of Ad hoc working group to review external review of WIPO technical assistance. The working group held some very useful and interesting discussions on the recommendations of the External Review. The Asian group considers the report of the working group along with the Record of the Meetings as a useful tool for continuing the deliberations of this Committee on this issue. Unfortunately the working group could not reach consensus on identifying redundant or irrelevant recommendations due to the different interpretation of member states on what should be considered as redundant or irrelevant in the context of WIPO on going activities.   The Asian group welcomes one day discussion devoted to the external review of WIPO technical assistance, taken into account the management response. During this Session, we must deliberate on how to positively implement the recommendations of the external review and translate the relevant recommendations to the concrete action oriented policies in the improvement of WIPO technical assistance. Therefore we are the view that the external review report needs to be considered as a useful tool for continuing deliberations in this committee as it provides detailed analysis as well as a number of recommendations may CDIP find them relevant in improving the delivery of WIPO’s technical assistance activities and services.  

7. While noting that some of the projects are reaching completion, we wish to reiterate that the termination of a project does not translate into implementation of specific DA recommendations.  As agreed earlier while adopting the project-based approach, the Development Agenda is a long-term ‘work in progress’ and Member States should be free to propose new or additional projects for consideration of the Committee, if considered necessary. We also would like reiterate the importance of the paragraph 5 of the development agenda which stipulates that: WIPO shall display general information on all technical assistance activities on its website, and shall provide, on request from Member States, details of specific activities, with the consent of the Member State(s) and other recipients concerned, for which the activity was implemented.  
08. Currently, various projects of the development agenda are being implemented through the regular budget. Apart from these, WIPO is also carrying out many projects which are closely related to CDIP projects through extra-budgetary resources. We believe that it would be most beneficial to share the results of these related projects which utilize extra-budgetary resources among member states. Our group is delighted with the opportunity for a side event dedicated to sharing information on Funds-in-Trust activities at this session. We believe that this will enable us to avoid duplication while effectively executing CDIP's work and discussion.

9.  Finally, We believe that all of us should be proud of what has been collectively achieved in implementing the Development Agenda in the last few years, and look forward to a continuing commitment and political will in consolidating and building further on what has been achieved. The Group, on its part, remains committed to engaging constructively in the forthcoming discussions in this Committee and looks forward to a substantive progress in this Committee. 

   

          I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

