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I have the honour of making this statement on behalf of the African Group.
The African Group is pleased to see you Mr Chairman presiding in this session of the Committee. We are confident that you will lead us to another successful meeting. 
The Committee is convening against the backdrop of a successful 40th session of the WIPO General Assembly held last September. The African Group welcomes the decision of the General Assembly approving the recommendation by the Committee to reconvene a Diplomatic Conference for the adoption of a treaty for the protection of audiovisual performances. We are looking forward to the Preparatory Committee for the Diplomatic Conference and we trust that the treaty will indeed be adopted.
The African Group welcomes the progress made in the discussions of the Committee for developing, on a signal-based approach, a treaty for the international protection of broadcasting organisations. We believe that the Committee has undertaken sufficient work in the past ten years to expedite the work on this issue. Therefore, we hope that the informal consultations scheduled for this coming weekend would accelerate the work towards text-based negotiations and finalisation of an international treaty for the protection of broadcasting organisations. 

Mr Chairman

The African Group maintains the view that exceptions and limitations are a fundamental aspect of copyright and related rights. It is worth noting that the availability of exceptions and limitations do vary because countries that are party to various international copyright instruments or relevant instruments have reached different stages of development. Countries also have dissimilar law traditions, hence, the need to have a minimum standard of international harmonisation of exceptions and limitations and without radically departing from the broad principles of existing international obligations. Therefore, we welcome the progress made on text-based work on an international instrument on exceptions and limitations for visually impaired persons at the last session of the Committee. We note the Chair’s proposal in document SCCR/22/16 and we recommend that this document be adopted as the working document of the Committee. The document provides a good basis for negotiating and concluding a text for a treaty on exceptions and limitations for visually impaired persons. 
In line with the work program of the 21st session of the SCCR, the African Group is looking forward to undertaking text based-work on exceptions and limitations for libraries and archives. The African Group proposal in document SCCR/22/12 should be the basis on undertaking text-based work on exceptions and limitations for libraries and archives and for educational and research institutions as well as for other persons with disabilities with a view to work towards an international binding instrument/instruments as appropriate. It should be recalled that the African Group presented this proposal at the last session of the Committee. The Group also responded to the questions raised by Member States. 

Encouraged by the Chair’s proposal on the visually impaired persons, the African Group request the Chair to develop a similar text on exceptions and limitations for libraries and archives based on the various proposals and discussions on the subject.   
Mr Chairman

The basis of the African Group approach to the intellectual property system is premised on the need for a balance between right holders and public interest. We hope that all the instruments negotiated in the Committee do take due consideration of this balance. It is also our view that all substantive issues in this Committee must be provided equal treatment without elevating one over the other. We are equally committed to work towards the finalisation of all treaties for the protection of audiovisual performances, the protection of broadcasting organisations, and on exceptions and limitations.
In conclusion Mr Chairman, the African Group remains engaged to contribute in a constructive manner during the course of this session. 
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