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Mr. President,
It is an honor for my delegation to make this statement on behalf of the Development Agenda Group (DAG). The DAG is pleased to see you presiding over this session and assure you of full support.
The DAG would like to express its  thanks to the Secretariat for the preparation of documents submitted to us for consideration.
The Committee on Development and Intellectual Property (CDIP) for the DAG is its main reason for existence. The DAG has set a primary mandate to advocate the integration of the development dimension into deliberations and decisions within WIPO and believes that it is more necessary than ever to make intellectual property a real lever development which would contribute significantly to the growth and socioeconomic development in developing countries.
The DAG is pleased that the coordination mechanisms and modalities for monitoring, evaluating and reporting, begins to bear fruit as the first report describing the contribution made by WIPO bodies involved in setting and implementing the various recommendations of the Action Plan for development.  The operationalization of the coordination mechanism, will, no doubt, contribute to  a real integration of the Action Plan for development in all areas of the Organization.
The Group take this opportunity to recommend to all relevant bodies of WIPO, to account for integration of the Plan of Action for Development, which transcended all activities of the Organization.
The DAG would like to express its satisfaction with the progress made during the past year, in the integration of development in key areas of WIPO's work, namely, program and budget of the organization, the establishment of standards and technical assistance.
The “perinisation” sustainability of development as a strategic priority for WIPO and the rise recorded in the development expenditure for the next biennium can only comfort the implementation of the recommendations of the Action Plan for development.  However, the DAG believes that it is important to continue to work on a clear and objective definition of the “development-oriented activities” and “related expenses” that can be described as "development activities". The DAG is pleased that an agreement had been reached as part of the PBC to improve and clarify the definition of development costs for the scheduling and budget for the next biennium (2014 -2015).
Mr. President,
We must also underline that a range of activities and projects designed to make intellectual property a dynamic part in the development strategies at national level, is running in some developing countries. I would cite amongst these projects, the development of national strategies and the establishment of Centers of support for technology and innovation, and others. The DAG would like to thank the Secretariat for its efforts in the implementation of these projects and recall that the global intellectual property system should evolve in a balanced way to help developing countries and least developed countries to achieve their development goals and encourage innovation and creativity.
Furthermore, in accordance with the recommendations of the Action Plan for the development, progress has been made in the field of standard setting. As such, the DAG mentioned, progress in the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC). The Group aims to put forward that these will result in the convening, during the biennium 2012 2013, of a diplomatic conference to adopt an international instrument or instruments which enshrines the protection of these resources and knowledge.
The DAG note also the balanced approach advocated by the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) which establishes a work program that incorporates the development dimension and provides for exceptions and limitations in its normative activities. The DAG is closely monitoring the effective concretisation of this dimension in these areas.
Mr. President,
The DAG members, aware of the need to continue to lead the work of the CDIP in a spirit of conciliation, wishs to reiterate their willingness to reach a consensus solution that would meet the aspirations of the parties and will allow a resumption of the Committee without delay.
The DAG is hoped that our partners in the organization recognize that as a specialized United Nations, WIPO is responsible for promoting and implementing South-South cooperation as a complement to North-South cooperation and triangular cooperation.  Practice and format related to the organization of the South-South cooperation activities are almost established by UN agencies. That is why the DAG believes that polemics around this kind of aspects does not promote the good climate and constructive spirit in this organization advocated by all member states.
The DAG renews its support for the project on South-South cooperation and hoped that it would be adopted by consensus after the CDIP resumes work. 
Mr. President,
Regarding the work of the eighth session, the DAG thanked the Secretariat for the quality of working papers, and would, now make some preliminary comments on these documents prior to the specific examination we will reserve to those documents.
Regarding Document CDIP/8/2,  DAG welcomes the submission of this document that  highlights the implementation of the recommendations of the Action Plan for Development by the various WIPO committees. The document allows us to appreciate mainstreaming the development dimension in WIPO's work. However, more transparency on the States beneficiaries of the projects and more information and explanation on how the project evaluation was conducted would help understanding and appreciating the real values of these approved projects.
It is heartening to note that many of the DA projects are moving ahead as per the plan. However at the same time it is also worth noting that a lot of the projects are lagging behind and delayed due to various factors. DAG will strongly call for expeditious work on the delayed projects and would urge that adequate financial and human resources  are allocated urgently to those projects for a timely completion
Regarding Document CDIP/8/4, the DAG notes that the assessment of WIPO's contribution to achieving the MDGs was based on the analysis of the link between the need/ outcomes related MDGs to science, technology and innovation on the one hand, and strategic objectives I and III of the Organization on the other hand. The DAG is of the same views as the Secretariat, that the indicators used for the execution of this evaluation are not sufficient to examine the role of WIPO in achieving the MDGs. The DAG believes that the link should also be established between the needs/outcome of the MDGs related to intellectual property and the implementation of relevant recommendations of the CSA, including the category C. This would allow us to draw a parallel between the activities of WIPO in development and its contribution to achieving the MDGs.
Regarding the document CDIP/8/6, the DAG is pleased that the CDIP shall examine the reports of different committees of WIPO in respect of their contribution to implementing the recommendations of the Plan Action for development affecting them. The DAG notes the information contained in this report, which provides a broad overview of how the main committees take into consideration the recommendations of the development agenda for the establishment of standards for intellectual property. 
The DAG welcomes the document CDIP/8/INF/1 entitled « An External Review of WIPO Technical Assistance in the Area of Cooperation for Development » The group believes that this external review is of utmost importance in evaluating the technical assistance being carried out in the organization in the context of cooperation for development. We believe that this document deserves our utmost attention and time. We would therefore urge that this Committee devote adequate time to discussing this review and look into the possibility of formulating a mechanism to further deliberate on its recommendations in detail
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Thank you Mr. President
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