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Thank you Mr Chairman

I have the honour of making this statement on behalf of the African Group. 

The African Group would like to welcome all colleagues to the 8th session of the Committee. Our Group attaches great importance in the work of this Committee. We are happy that the Committee adopted the project on Enhancing South-South Cooperation on Intellectual Property and Development among Developing Countries and Least Developed Countries. It is without a doubt that the project will add immense value in WIPO and further strengthen the mainstreaming of development within the organisation. We are looking forward to elaborating on the terms of reference of the interregional meetings and the annual Conference outlined in the project. 
Special thanks go to you Ambassador Hannan for demonstrating your leadership prowess in resolving the impasse that led to suspension of the 7th session of the Committee. We are confident that you will lead us yet to another successful conclusion of the session. We also thank our colleagues for their constructive engagement.
Mr Chairman

The African Group is encouraged by the quality of documents for the consideration of this session. The document on the External Review of the WIPO Technical Assistance in the area of Cooperation for Development merits special mention. The African Group is of the view that the document is well researched and the analysis and recommendations are well presented. The document touches on the key aspects of the Developmental Agenda in general, issues of definitions are well articulated, perceptions and understanding as well as relevant matters pertaining to management of the programmes are well analysed. The Group welcomes the criteria used in the document to define technical assistance activities for development. We also welcome the recommendation that greater attention to development cooperation activities that enable South-South Cooperation should be a priority in WIPO.  This particular recommendation auger well with the project made by the African Group on enhancing South-South Cooperation. Since it is the first time a study of this nature is conducted in WIPO, we believe that sufficient time should be allocated to discuss the recommendations made by the Experts. It is in our view that the study makes a number of useful recommendations that may be taken up by a Working Group to deliberate on them further. 
Similarly, the external report entitled “Assessing WIPO’s Contribution to the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals” prepared by Mr. Sisule Musungu is of interest to our Group. The findings of the report necessitate WIPO to implement them urgently considering the overall assessment of the MDGs implementation is in four years time.  
The African Group welcomes the report on the Description of the Contribution of the relevant WIPO bodies to the Implementation of the Respective Development Agenda Recommendations. We note however that some bodies such as the Program and Budget Committee and Committee on WIPO Standards did not provide their reports primarily because the Committee has not agreed on the modalities to implement the decision of the 2010 WIPO General Assembly on “Coordination Mechanisms and Monitoring, Assessing, and Reporting Modalities”.  We reiterate our support to the non-paper prepared by the delegation of India entitled “Draft text proposed by India on Modalities of the Coordination, Monitoring, Assessing, and Reporting mechanism for the Development Agenda. This paper already comprises the modalities currently being implemented, albeit on ad hoc basis, to execute the decision of the General Assembly. The Committee must approve the modalities in this session paying special attention to identifying the relevant WIPO bodies that must report to the General Assembly on their contribution to implementing the Development Agenda recommendations. 
The African Group is also concerned that the third pillar of the mandate of the CDIP on discussing IP and development is yet to be included in its regular work program. As we have suggested in the previous sessions of the Committee, we propose that a standing agenda item entitled intellectual property and development be added on the agenda of the CDIP.  This agenda item will ensure the complete implementation of the three pillars of the Committee. It has occurred to us that there still exists an institutional gap to facilitate discussions on this particular issue. As such, the African group reiterates its position that this agenda item will, inter alia, discuss how WIPO would address Development Agenda Recommendation 40, which instructs WIPO to intensify its cooperation on IP-related issues with other United Nations Specialized Agencies and organisations such as the WHO, UNEP and UNCTAD as well as other international organisations such as the WTO in order to strengthen coordination for maximum efficiency in undertaking development programs.

We also believe that the agenda item on IP and development could facilitate the discussion of the contribution of WIPO in the achievement of MDGs. The inclusion of this agenda item is even more important in light of the recommendations made in the report on Assessing WIPO’s Contribution to the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. The activities of WIPO could be discussed under this agenda item and would be easier to document the consolidated report of WIPO in 2015 when the review of the MDGs takes place. 
Mr Chairman
The Committee was supposed to have already discussed the convening of a Conference on IP and Development in the last biennium. Given the fact that the Committee is yet to discuss the Conference, time should be allocated during this session to ponder the convening of this Conference and avoid further delays. We prefer for the Conference to be held in the next biennium.
Mr Chairman

At the last session of the Committee, the African Group pronounced its support to the Scoping Study on Copyright and the Public Domain conducted by Professor Severine Dussolier. We believe that the recommendations contained in pages 70 and 71 are worthy of forming future work of not only this Committee but in the Committee on Copyright and Related Rights. 
We are also looking forward to discussing the proposed project on intellectual property and the informal sector. It is always important to remind the Committee of the African Group position that this project should be confined to assisting developing countries to utilise IP in the informal sector not to promote enforcement measures related to counterfeit and pirated goods. We believe such work should be left to the Advisory Enforcement Committee. 
Mr Chairman

There are a number of projects the Committee need to make meaningful progress on that includes the projects on Patents and Public Domain and Future Work Program on Flexibilities in the Intellectual Property System. We believe that the Committee should decide on the areas of focus as the projects have been under discussion for quite some time. The African Group has in the past made suggestions under the agenda item “Future Work Program on Flexibilities in the Intellectual Property System” particularly mentioning the practical implementation and full use of patent flexibilities in critical areas of development such as public health, food security and agriculture. We are looking forward to the constructive engagement and solution of moving forward on this issue.
Mr Chairman
The African Group would like to bring to the attention of the Committee the project proposal by the delegation of Burkina Faso entitled “Project for the Reinforcement and Development of the Audiovisual Sector in Africa”. The delegation of Burkina Faso will introduce and elaborate on the project proposal under the Agenda item 4 on the Consideration of work program for implementation of adopted recommendations. The Committee is requested to note the project favourably with a view of discussing it further at its 9th session. 
The African Group remains committed to engage constructively in the discussion of this Committee. The African Group also encourages other Member States to engage constructively and demonstrate political will going forward. In this respect the African Group urges the Committee to at least aim at reaching the following at the end of this week: an agreement on the modalities of reporting by WIPO Bodies to the General Assemblies; an agreement on a new agenda item in CDIP to discuss the interface between IP and Development; an agreement on a work program on flexibilities in the IP system; an agreement on establishing a working Group to examine the recommendations made by the External Review of WIPO External Assistance.

I thank you
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