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	I am making this statement on behalf of the Asian Group. 

The Asian Group is confident that under your able leadership, this Committee will be able to move forward successfully on all the issues under consideration. We also wish to take this opportunity to thank the Secretariat for preparing all the working documents submitted to this Committee. 
The Asian group is pleased to see significant progress being made on the three substantive issues on the Committee’s agenda including Protection of Broadcasting Organizations, Protection of Audiovisual Performances and Exceptions and Limitations to Copyrights and related rights.
The Asian Group recognizes the progress being made on the long- pending Treaties for the protection of Audio Visual Performances and Broadcasting Organizations and welcomes the decision of the General Assembly earlier this year to resume the suspended 2000 Diplomatic Conference on the Protection of Audiovisual Performances. We are keenly looking forward to the work of the Preparatory Committee of the Diplomatic Conference on the Protection of Audiovisual Performances in connection with the current SCCR session. In this regard the work of the Preparatory Committee shall be especially important as it deals with the draft rules of procedure of the Diplomatic Conference, the consolidated proposal for the substantive provisions of the treaty including a paragraph on Development Agenda and the Agreed Statements, the basic proposal for administrative and final provisions of the treaty, as well as any other document or organizational question relating to the diplomatic conference. The Asian group is confident that we will also be able to finalize the best possible venue for the conference by consensus.
With regard to broadcasting organizations, we recognize that as per the agreed work plan during the 22nd SCCR Session and to maintain the momentum regarding the work on the protection of broadcasting organizations and cablecasting organizations in the traditional sense, this Committee shall continue discussions on a signal-based approach consistent with the 2007 General Assembly mandate during this Session of SCCR. We look forward to the two-day informal consultations on the protection of broadcasting organizations and cablecasting organizations during this Session with the aim of making progress on the work on this issue. 
The Asian Group would like to express our appreciation for the continued work of this Committee on exceptions and limitations. The Asian Group attaches great importance to ensuring a balance between the rights holders and the larger public interest. Exceptions and limitations to copyright are crucial in this regard. 
It is important that norm-setting in WIPO should not be seen as limited to IP rights and protection but should reflect a broader social and development context. If WIPO is to remain the principal international body responsible for IP, its norm-setting activities should reflect the broader context of current IP debates, and if possible, try to address some ramifications of IP which spill over into other sectors, especially those concerning the common good. 

With a view to bringing in greater balance, the Asian Group considers it important to have a framework for safeguarding the public interest, which is now being dealt with as exceptions and limitations clauses. In this regard we welcome the work plan with a well-defined timeframe adopted at the 21st Session of SCCR for evolving a normative framework for providing exceptions and limitations to make copyright-protected works accessible to Visually Impaired Persons and other disabled groups, Libraries, Archives, Educational and Research institutions. Under the same work plan, we look forward to a comprehensive and substantial discussion on the issue of Libraries and archives during this Session of SCCR.
With regard to the limitations and Exceptions for the persons with print and other reading disabilities, we are encouraged by the progress made so far. However we look forward to an early finalization and adoption of the international instrument to enable the visually impaired and reading disabled persons access to a large collection of printed literature from across the globe. The Asian Group appreciates the efforts of the chair in this regard and stand ready to work out a solution at the earliest. 

Thank You.
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