Ohservation on
PROPOSAL OF THE AFRICAN GROUP
FOR INTERSESSIONAL WORKING GROUPS FOR THE WIPO 1GC

Bearing in mind the decision of General Assembly at its session of September 2009,

Recoenising the need for intersessional work as highlighted at the 12" Session of the IGC
and in view of the mandate to decide on a date for the Diplomatic Conference in 2011,
he following three (3) Intersessional Working Groups are proposed:

First Intersessional Working Group in February/March 2010 shall focus] on Traditional
Knowledee (TK). Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs) and Genetic Resoources ( GR)

and examine the following questions:

e Definitions and Object of Protection

The 1GC/16 will determine the 1gsues ta be adressed for Traditional Knowledge (TK).
Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs) and Genetic Resoources (GR) by the second

WG

The IGC/17 will determine the issues to be adressed for Traditional Knowledee (TK].
Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs) and Genetic Resoources (GR) by the third TWG.




ersups=Composition and other matlers:

o FEach Inersessional Working Group hhaﬂ_be-feqena-ﬁ—v-baé&me&ﬂd

he composed of technical === bvasexperts aetinuin-thew
Wmnnmmd by Member States-er-a-regionarbasis,

. Rﬁnresmmnves ﬁ'{}m Indmnnnus and loca] commumnnq &nd nther &aé—l»@

the IGC are invited to attend as observers in the Intmessmnal Working

e asticination-pirepresentatives The participation of representatives
from dev eiopmg sountries and LDCs shall be funded by WIPO_according

1o the formule generallv used in the IGC.

¢ The participation of representatives from indigenous representatives shall
be funded by the WIPO Voluntary Fund for accredited Indigenous and

Local Communities.

f e The Rules of Procedure of the IGC (as contained m
WIPO/GRTEKF/1C/1/2), which incorporate the General Rules of
Procedares of WIPO, wouldwill sensrati-apply to the intersessional
worlang Sroups —ghester-te-secretanal

| ! |Afnca (5). Asia (5), Latin Amerncan and Caribbsan Countries (3), Group B (5), Central
Buropean and Baltic States (3), Central Asian Caucasus and Eastern European States (3),
| China (1), Indigenous representatves (7), Other Accredited Observers (3).]



o The working languages ol the intersessional working groups are the 1%
official UN lamguages.

e The IGC would give the intersessional working groups its mandate

«_The intersessional Working Groups shall provide iegal and techmical
aduice-analysis including where appropriate options and scenarios for
congideration of the Committee on all aforementioned issues without
prejudice to any outcome.

e The Intersessional Working Groups shall submt-report to the IGC on the
putcomes of its work, highlighting consensus VIEWS and/or specific areas
of divervence. as well us any- [drafi recommendations or texts for
consideration by the IGC for its text-based negotiations of international
instrument {or mstruments) andrepor-to-the 10C -]

e [The Intersessional Working Groups will take as a basis of its work, all
WIPO working documents, inciuding WIPO/GRTEKF/C/9/,
WIPO/GRTEF/1C/9/4, WIPQ/GRTKF/1C/11/8(a) in line with the WIPO

GA mandate.]
Freguency and venue of the mestings:

o The thres Intersessional Working Groups shall mest according to the work
plan annexed to the General Assembly 2009 decision,

e The duration of each meeting shall be 5+6 days (see duration of CBD
gxperts group):

e The Chair of the three TWG is to be determined by the IGC Chair in
consultations with regional coordinators and will be an IGC member with
relevant technical expertise. [Each Intersessional Working Group shall
appoint it Chair].

o The meetings shall take place in Geneva a WIPO Headquarters.

o The format of the [W(G can be revised if needed during IGC-16.

[End of annex and document]



