PCDA Recommendations to the General Assembly

Draft List of Proposals which can be implemented immediately by WIPO after approval by the 
2007 General Assembly

	No.
	No. in Original List of Proposals*
	PROPOSALS

	
	CLUSTER A:  TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND CAPACITY BUILDING

	1. 
	1.
	WIPO technical assistance shall be, inter alia, development‑oriented, demand‑driven and transparent, taking into account the priorities and the special needs of developing countries, especially LDCs, as well as the different levels of development of Member States and activities should include time frames for completion.  In this regard, design, delivery mechanisms and evaluation processes of technical assistance programs should be country specific.

	2. 
	3.
	Increase human and financial allocation for technical assistance programs in WIPO for promoting a, inter alia, development‑oriented IP culture, with an emphasis on introducing intellectual property at different academic levels and on generating greater public awareness on IP.

	3. 
	4.
	Place particular emphasis on the needs of SMEs and institutions dealing with scientific research and cultural industries and assist Member States, at their request, in setting‑up appropriate national strategies in the field of IP.

	4. 
	6.
	WIPO’s technical assistance staff and consultants shall continue to be neutral and accountable, by paying particular attention to the existing Code of Ethics, and by avoiding potential conflicts of interest.  WIPO shall draw up and make widely known to the Member States a roster of consultants for technical assistance available with WIPO.

	5. 
	7.
	Promote measures that will help countries deal with IP related anti‑competitive practices, by providing technical cooperation to developing countries, especially LDCs, at their request, in order to better understand the interface between intellectual property rights and competition policies.

	6. 
	11.
	To assist Member States to strengthen national capacity for protection of domestic creations, innovations and inventions and to support development of national scientific and technological infrastructure, where appropriate, in accordance with WIPO’s mandate.

	7. 
	12.
	To further mainstream development considerations into WIPO’s substantive and technical assistance activities and debates, in accordance with its mandate.

	8. 
	13.
	WIPO’s legislative assistance shall be, inter alia, development‑oriented and demand‑driven, taking into account the priorities and the special needs of developing countries, especially LDCs, as well as the different levels of development of Member States and activities should include time frames for completion.

	9. 
	14.
	Within the framework of the agreement between WIPO and the WTO, WIPO shall make available advice to developing countries and LDCs, on the implementation and operation of the rights and obligations and the understanding and use of flexibilities contained in the TRIPS Agreement.

	No.
	No. in original list of proposals*
	PROPOSALS

	
	CLUSTER B:  NORM‑SETTING, FLEXIBILITIES, PUBLIC POLICY AND PUBLIC DOMAIN

	10. 
	15.
	Norm‑setting activities shall:

· be inclusive and member driven;

· take into account different levels of development;

· take into consideration a balance between costs and benefits;

· be a participatory process, which takes into consideration the interests and priorities of all WIPO Member States and the viewpoints of other stakeholders, including accredited inter‑governmental organizations and non‑governmental organizations;  and

· be in line with the principle of neutrality of the WIPO Secretariat.

	11. 
	16.
	Consider the preservation of the public domain within WIPO’s normative processes and deepen the analysis of the implications and benefits of a rich and accessible public domain.

	12. 
	17.
	In its activities, including norm‑setting, WIPO should take into account the flexibilities in international IP agreements, especially those which are of interest to developing countries and LDCs.

	13. 
	18.
	To urge the IGC to accelerate the process on the protection of genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore, without prejudice to any outcome, including the possible development of an international instrument or instruments.

	14. 
	19.
	To initiate discussions on how, within WIPO’s mandate, to further facilitate access to knowledge and technology for developing countries and LDCs to foster creativity and innovation and to strengthen such existing activities within WIPO.

	15. 
	21.
	WIPO shall conduct informal, open and balanced consultations, as appropriate, prior to any new norm‑setting activities, through a member‑driven process, promoting the participation of experts from Member States, particularly developing countries and LDCs.

	
	CLUSTER D:  ASSESSMENT, EVALUATION AND IMPACT STUDIES

	16. 
	35.
	To request WIPO to undertake, upon request of Member States, new studies to assess the economic, social and cultural impact of the use of intellectual property systems in these States.

	17. 
	37.
	Upon request and as directed by Member States, WIPO may conduct studies on the protection of intellectual property, to identify the possible links and impacts between IP and development.

	
	CLUSTER E:  INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS INCLUDING MANDATE AND GOVERNANCE

	18. 
	42.
	To enhance measures that ensure wide participation of civil society at large in WIPO activities in accordance with its criteria regarding NGO acceptance and accreditation, keeping the issue under review.

	19. 
	44.
	In accordance with WIPO’s member‑driven nature as a United Nations Specialized Agency, formal and informal meetings or consultations relating to norm-setting activities in WIPO, organized by the International Bureau, upon request of the Member States, should be held primarily in Geneva, in a manner open and transparent to all Members.  Where such meetings are to take place outside of Geneva, Member States shall be informed through official channels, well in advance, and consulted on the draft agenda and program.


*
Draft Report of the Fourth Session of the PCDA (document PCDA/4/3 Prov. Annex I available at http://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/mdocs/en/pcda_4/pcda_4_3_prov.doc)


