Closing Statement from Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities
13" Session of the WIPO 1GC

Thank you Mr. Chairman,

This Statement is being made on behalf of WIPO Indigenous Caucus:

Mr Chairman,

We are cognizant of the difficult task that you have taken on in leading this committee in its work to
fulfill its revised mandate to accelerate its work.

However, we must express our severe disappointment that in your haste to move into regional
consultations you did not afford an opportunity to the WIPO Indigenous Caucus to express its positions
on future work which could have fed into the informal discussions. This negates the very purpose of
having a voluntary fund which supports indigenous participation in this committee. As you may be able
to tell, some of our colleagues have already lefi, seeing no further purpose in simply rubber-stamping the
decisions already taken.

This may have been corrected by the inclusion of elected representatives of the WIPO Indigenous Caucus
in the informal consultations, something which, in any case, would be required by Articles 18 and 19 of
the UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which state, respectively.

“Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would affect their
rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as
to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision-making institutions.”

and

“States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned through their own
representative institutions in order to obtain their free prior and informed consent before adopting and
implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them.”

We will, of course, submit our now, obsolete, prepared statement for inclusion in the records of the
committee, and sincerely hope that the future operation of this committee will more properly reflect the
rights of participation of indigenous peoples.

Having not participated in the deliberations and decisions on future work, the WIPO Indigenous Caucus
regrets that its inputs may not be reflected in the decisions taken by the IGC.

Mr Chairman,

Thank you again for this opportunity to voice our concerns, and we look forward to continuing to work
with you and the member states in ensuring respect and protection for the rights of indigenous peoples
and local communities..



